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Small Group / Personal reflection material 

SUSTAINING COMPASSION 

(9 May 2021)  

 

 

 

1. Watch the Bible Project Video on the word “compassion” about the character of God: 

https://youtu.be/qJEtyAiAQik  

What stands out for you most and why?  

 

2. What does the word compassion mean to you? 

3. When God described Himself to Moses, He said the following. What stands out for you about it?  

Exodus 34:5-7: 

5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, 

the LORD. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord God, (Yahweh, Yahweh) 

compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7who keeps 

lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means 

leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren 

to the third and fourth generations.” 

 

https://youtu.be/qJEtyAiAQik
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4. The Hebrew word for compassion (rakhum), comes from the same root word and is closely related 

to the Hebrew word for womb (rekhem), and so when the original hearers and readers heard God 

described as “compassionate” it immediately conjured a maternal image in their minds. What 

significance does this add for you in terms of God’s compassion? 

5. We tend to have male images of / perspectives of God. How does it make you think differently to 

think about God in feminine terms? 

6. Read the following Scriptures. What do they reveal to you about God and His compassion?  

 

Isaiah 49:15-16: 

“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast 

 and have no compassion on the child she has borne? 

Though she may forget, 

I will not forget you! 

16 See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; 

your walls are ever before me.” 

 

Luke 13:34: 

 ‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to 

gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 

 

7. Ephesians 4:2 instructs us to “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just 

as in Christ God forgave you.” How do you think God is inviting you to be the embodiment of His 

compassion in the world right now?  


