GOING DEEPER
As we journey through the "I am" series over the next few
weeks and we discover more about Jesus, He extends an
invitation to us to go deeper with Him. This pamphlet is
designed to help you think more deeply and reflect, in
different ways, on the sermon topics. It is filled with
suggestions of things to read, watch and listen to and we hope
it encourages you to go deeper during the week and connect
with God in meaningful ways. Our prayer is that, as we behold
Jesus over the coming weeks, our eyes would be opened and
our hearts would be changed. May His love and wonder delight
and encourage you.

"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."
- John 8:12

Suggestion 1: Spend some time reading John Chapter 7-8
and reflect on the following:
Jesus made the statement that He is the Light of the World in the
context of the Jews observing the Feast of Tabernacles during which
time they would light lamps in the temple, but leave one unlit which
symbolised the coming Messiah who would bring them true light.
What significance does Jesus' statement have in this context?
Why do you think the Jews and religious leaders responded so
negatively to Jesus?
How, in your own experience, has Jesus been the light in your life?
Spend some time reading through and reflecting on these other
Scriptures that reference light:
Genesis 1:1-5
John 1
John 3:19-21
Isaiah 9:1-7
Malachi 4
1 John 1:1-7
Revelation 21:22-27
2 Corinthians 4:1-6
1 Peter 2:9
Ephesians 5:8-10
1 Thessalonians 5:1-5

“There will be many shadows crossing our path here in this world,
but we walk in the light and are called to be children of the
light.” - Ian Campbell

Suggestion 2: Watch / listen to / read some further
resources about Jesus, the Light of the World
A sermon by Craig Groeschel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Kmywry9dBpQ
A week-long Bible study tool on The Light of the world:
https://bible.org/seriespage/5-light-world
A sermon by Andy Stanley: http://northpoint.org/messages/lightof-world/most-wonderful/ (This is a Christmas message, but it's
really powerful, applicable and encouraging).
A devotional reading:
http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/light-world/
A sermon by Charles Spurgeon:
http://www.spurgeonministries.com/sermons/light-of-world/

"There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world, by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again..."
- In Christ Alone, Stewart Townend & Keith Getty

Suggestion 3: Light a candle in prayer
As you pray this week, light a candle as a reminder of Jesus, the Light
of the World, that comes to enlighten your darkness. Bring the places
of darkness in your life - your sin and failures, your pain, your fears - to
Him and invite Him into those places.

Suggestion 4: Read and reflect on Matthew 5:1-16
What do you think Jesus meant when He mandated His followers to
be the light of the world?
How do you think you're doing in terms of being the light?
What are the biggest obstacles to sharing your faith or God's love
with others? How do you think you can overcome them?

Suggestion 5: Commit to random acts of kindness
Prayerfully consider what random acts of kindness you can do for
others this week. How can you serve, offer help or make a difference.
It may even be something small like writing someone an encouraging
note, buying a small gift or giving a car guard a big tip. Try to do
something every day to bring light in a small or big way.

Suggestion 6: Pray for those who need the light of God
Commit to praying for those you know who are far from God and be
intentional about praying for them this week and beyond. Perhaps
write their names somewhere where you will see them often. Ask
God how you can build a redemptive
about
relationship with them and how you can point
them to the light of Jesus. Perhaps consider
inviting someone to church next week.

