GOING DEEPER

As we journey through the "I am" series over the next few weeks and we
discover more about Jesus, He extends an invitation to us to go deeper
with Him. This pamphlet is designed to help you think more deeply and
reflect, in different ways, on the sermon topics. It is filled with suggestions
of things to read, watch and listen to and we hope it encourages you to go
deeper during the week and connect with God in meaningful ways. Our
prayer is that, as we behold Jesus over the coming weeks, our eyes would
be opened and our hearts would be changed. May His love and wonder
delight and encourage you.

‘Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who have come
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. I
am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and
go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full."
- John 10:7-10

Suggestion 1: Spend some time reading John 8-10.
In John 8 Jesus made the claim to be the Light of the World. We see
how the Light of Christ comes into conflict with the darkness around
Him. In John 9, He heals a blind man, literally bringing Him out of
darkness, but this creates more conflict with the religious leaders,
which continues into John Chapter 10 when Jesus confronts them
head-on with the statement that only HE is the door and the way to
salvation.
What stands out for you about these chapters?
Why do you think the Pharisees and religious leaders struggled so
much to accept what Jesus was teaching?
Is there any part of you that struggles with or is in conflict with what
Jesus says here?
Are there any "doors" you have created in your own life that you
have set up in the place of Jesus and think will get you where you
want to go? Spend some time asking God to reveal to you any ways
in which you are trying or have tried to do things in your own effort
and strength, or set up apart from Jesus?

Suggestion 2: Watch / listen to / read some further
resources about Jesus, the Door
Read an explanation of John 10 at www.bible.ca/ef/expositoryjohn-10-9(2).htm
Watch a message by the Village Church on "I am the
Door": https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITMjb-VXZmg
Read a study on this topic at: https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson55-door-abundant-life-john-107-10
“Are there people who are content to stand and marvel at the door? They just stand and
look, with an interest in Jesus, but they have never crossed the threshold. They have admired
His life, his death, his teachings, his examples - but they have never enetered the building." Ian Campbell

Suggestion 3: Make a mezuzah
In Jewish tradition, people place a mezuzah on their doorposts.
Mezuzahs are pieces of parchment (usually in decorative cases)
inscribed with verses from the Torah - Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and 11:1321. There is a commandment to inscribe the law of God on our hearts,
our hands, our heads and to write them on our doorposts. In other
words, God wants them to become pervasive in our lives, entering into
every part of who we are.
Spend some time this week thinking about Scriptures that have great
significance for you and write them down. Consider making your own
Mezuzah, or simply sticking them onto a doorpost in your house.
When you see it, be reminded of the fact that God wants His truth to
permeate every aspect of your life. He is the door that invites us into
His Truth, and His Truth guides us in every area of our lives.

Suggestion 4: Read and reflect on other "door"
Scriptures
Spend some time reading through and reflecting on these other
Scriptures that reference doors:
Exodus 33:9
Matthew 7:7-14
Matthew 25:1-13
Psalm 118:19-20
Revelation 3:8-20

Suggestion 5: Pray about Jesus as the Door
Jesus as the Door gives us access to God. Read and reflect on Hebrews
4:16) and thank God that you have access to Him. Bring Him all the
things you are worried and concerned about and lay them at His feet.
Jesus as the Door gives us newness. Where do you need renewal in
your life right now? Pray about this and ask God to make you new. (See
2 Corinthians 5:17)
Jesus as the Door gives us security. Spend time thanking God for the
certainties you have in Him.
John 10:29: "My Father, Who has given them to
Me, is greater and mightier than all; and no one
is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand."

